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Abstract

It was in 1956 that Yamaha Motor Co., Ltd. (YMC) began studying the possibility of entering
the outboard motor industry. At the time, the marine market in the United States was in the
midst of a postwar outboard motor boom. In the five decades since then, YMC has accumulated
a wealth of experience in the outboard motor field. Although these 50 years may look short in
comparison to the roughly 140-year history since the first products that are clear predecessors
of today's outboards appeared in the world, for YMC these five decades have been a long and
often rough road. But it is a road that has led us to our position today as the world's largest
manufacturer of outboards in terms of unit production.

In this short report I would like to take a look back over this road that Yamaha outboard

motors have come along with our customers around the world.
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1) Charles D. Strang, "The Long Happy Life of the Phenomenal Outboad Motor", Motor Boating, 1965.
2) (tt) BARR RS, BAAMR IR 30FE L MER, 2000.
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