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The Yamaha Brand and GK Design
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1 New YZF-R1

In the field of motorcycles, the type of enjoyment and image a product gives the customer is
especially important in markets like Japan, Europe and North America. In today's motorcycle
industry where it is increasingly difficult to differentiate one's products from the competition
purely on the basis of technological advancement, the brand image and the message projected
by the product itself are important factors for the user when choosing a product to purchase.
For this reason, the role of the product's exterior design is very important.

YAMAHA has a tradition as a brand that appeals to people's sensibilities with products that
are defined by such adjectives as sporty, elegant, high-quality, good-handling. And it can be said
that it is the long years of collaboration between Yamaha Motor and GK Dynamics that has given
birth to the product lines that have created this image.

In this report we will describe the kinds of concepts GK Dynamics bases its product designs

on, using as the primary example the New YZF-R1 that debuted at the Milan Show in 2003.
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