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Road Race World Champions.
Taking on the Motocross Challenge

After experiencing international racing at the 1958 Catalina GP, Yamaha Motor realized the
great potential of overseas markets and once again the importance of racing as a means
to gain a foothold in them. After the 3rd Asama Highlands Race the following year, Yamaha
began development of a race machine for the World GP of road racing and began
competing in it for the first time in 1961. But it was no easy challenge. Although the
Yamaha team was able to win seven series points in the five GPs it entered in the 250cc
class, their 125cc class attempt won no points at all.
Painfully aware of their lack of competitiveness, the Yamaha team took a hiatus of one
year from the World GP and returned to resume the challenge in 1963. Riding the newly
developed RD56 (250cc) that year, Fumio Ito won Yamaha its long-awaited first victory at
the Belgium GP. The next year, Yamaha went on to win its first season championship with
Phil Read riding the RD56. In the 125cc as well, Yamaha would go on to win the
championship title in 1967 with Bill Ivy riding the liquid-cooled V4 engine powered RA31.
By 1968, Yamaha Motor had won a total of five rider i ips and five
titles in the 250cc and 125cc classes.
However, the intense competition between the makers to develop new race machines led
to a new set of machine regulations that made all the Japanese makers withdraw from
factory participation in the World GP. Still, Yamaha was able to support the race activities
of many privateer teams by supplying production racers to many markets.

ile, on the ic J race scene, racing had become a
popular second category behind road racing and Yamaha supplied kit parts that enabled
competitors around the country to modify their production models into highly competitive
race machines. Later, in 1967, Yamaha il its first 1 iti
machine, the YX26, which rider Tadao Suzuki rode to victory in the Japan GP. The
following year, Yamaha launched the new production trail model DT-1, based on the YX26.
In connection with this launch, Yamaha opened “Trail-land” off-road riding facilities
around the country and organized trail riding courses and motocross races as grassroots
demand-building activities.
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1960

ROAD RACE

W E3ELBFIFTIUL—Z(FHE)250ccy TR (#F k). 350ccT T X
1215 (BFOEES)

M Yamaha won 3+ All Japan Clubman Race (Utsunomiya city) 250cc class (rider O. Masuko). Won 350cc
class (rider T. Noguchi)

OFF ROAD RACE

© BRE[7/N—-rORELET ]

® Wovie: The Apartment”

® O-vAY EYY

® Rome Olympics held

1961

W RRitt 7 #EFHEGP250ccy T AX—H—6iL
W <> BTT250ccy 5 261 (fRiF5E50)

M Ranked 6" in manufacturer championship in Road Race World GP 250cc class
M Ranked 6 in Isle of Man TT 250cc class (rider F. Ito)

® HH—) 1w NEHOFERT

® Y. Gagarin becomes first human to make space fight

© BE[IIZMANYEE

® Movie: “West Side Story”

1962

ROAD RACE

W E5ELAXYFTIUL—Z (AM - BOK) T250cc iR L—H—TD-14°
FE1—71  (ZEX)

W E1ELERREFE/—EZ250ccy 7 A B (ZER). 200 (FILFEX).
/—E2360ccy 7 ABHS (FIL#EX) . £=7 (EB¥) 250cc 7 7 31 (1§
S28A)

M Stock racer TD1 participated for the first time and won 5* All Japan Clubman Race (Gannosu, Kyusyu
area) (rider M. Mitsuhashi)

M Yamaha won 1+ All Japan Road Race Championships Novice 250cc class (rider M. Mitsuhashi), also 2
place (rider Y. Katayama). Won Novice 350cc class (rider Y. Katayama). 3+ place in Senior (international)
250cc class (rider . Ito)

OFF ROAD RACE

© JEIR— Iy NTHBAT NN

® Kenichi Horie makes single-handed Pacific sailboat crossing

® BRE[7FE7OOLZ]

® Movie: “Lawrence of Arabia”

1963

B RRitt R EFHEGP250ccy T AX—H—3Mi. T4 5% —3{iL ((FBEER)

W 7 BTT250ccy 5224 (B L RA). 44 (RAIZA)

B AVF—GP250ccy T ATY 2 /N\DGPYHRES (RIS, 20 (B F#%H—)

“{ b+ US-GP250cc” 5 A fBH (R ERR). #—7 25 288 (D-
JTZ3)

W 7L —>7GP250ccy 7 AR (fREEERA). 26 (R&IZH)

M Ranked 3% in manufacturer and rider championships in Road Race World GP 250cc class (rider F. Ito)
M Ranked 2 in Isle of Man TT 250cc class (rider F. Ito), also ranked 4" (rider H. Hasegawa)

M Yamaha scores first GP win in Belgium GP 250cc class (rider F. Ito), also 2 place (rider G. Sunako)
W Yamaha won Daytona USGP 250cc class (rider F. Ito), also won Open class (rider D. Vesco)

W Yamaha won Malaysia GP 250cc class (rider F. Ito), also 2 place (rider H. Hasegawa)

M RRtt 78 F 4 - HAGP250ccy 7 A21iL (R k52 47)

M 2% place in Japan round of Road Race World GP 250cc class (rider F. Ito)

W E8ELAAEN DR (BELIWEABRR R -MCFAJEfE) ICYDS- 1303
EhIOvH—THE
M First entry in 8" All Japan Motocross (Asagiri Highlands at the foot of M. Fuji, hosted by MCFAJ) with a
YDS-1 modified for motocross

© TRFIAEREER

® Presient Kennedy assassinated

© RR—EIGHTEAYOREHEHBE

® First expressway opens in Japan between it and Amagasaki
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1964

M RR{#t R EFHEGP250ccT TR THDA—H—/F14—(P-U—R) FrE
# L %i8.125ccT T AX—H—3{L
B YL —>7GP250ccy 5 AR RS (FREESE ). 20 (A#EHAZR). 350cciR RS
(AK1EHAZR)
M Yamaha scores first manufacturer and rider championship titles in Road Race World GP 250cc class (rider
P. Read). Ranked 3¢ in manufacturer championship in 125cc class

M Yamaha won Malaysia GP 250cc class (rider F. Ito), also 2 place (rider A. Motohashi). Won 350cc class
(rider A. Motohashi)

ROAD RACE

M RRitt R &F - HAGP250ccy 7 A3 (KA )II5h) . 125cc Y 7 R6 4L
(FEAR)

W 3 place in Japan round of Road Race World GP 250cc class (rider H. Hasegawa). 6" place in 125cc class
(rider A. Motohashi)

OFF ROAD RACE

W B1ERFEN ORI 507 ) (BERBEES R -MFJERE) S1=7125cc
97 A2 (FeHHR). 250ccy 7 A3ML (FHi:R). 251ccll £ 5 RERS
(Z£EH)

M 21 place in the 1st All Japan Motocross GP Junior 125cc class (rider I. Arai) (Soumagahara, Gunma Pref.
Hosted by MFJ). 3+ place in 250cc class (rider I. Arai). Won in Over 251cc class (rider S. Mimuro)

©® RRAULEVY
@ Tokyo Olympics held

O FHEMBIRHFE

® Tokaido Shinkansen bulet train starts operation

1965

M RR{tt R EFHEGP250ccy TR T2EEHA—H—/F14—(P-)—R) F+
CEAER

W YL —>7GP250ccy 7 A {BR (RANIGK) . 21 (AHE) . 350ccER
(BAIIEL) . A —7> 95 BRS (AIREA)

= o ssocs o

M Yamaha won Malaysia GP 250cc class (rider H. Hasegawa), also 21 place (rider A. Motohashi). Won 350cc
class (rider H. Hasegawa). Won Open class (rider A. Motohashi)

and rider

(rider P. Read) in Road Race

M RRitt 7% F 4 - AAGP250cc/ 7 A3 (B 71 E—), 125cc7 7 R4 (B+
F7AE-)
B $3EMFJO—RL—2Y1=7250ccy 7 A BB (SZE&). 125cc7 7R
121 (FFHIE—EB) . 50ccy 7 224 (F FFIF—ER)
L e e P P Tl 7 6 o D PRBGEAEE)
vy

W Yamaha won 3 MFJ Road Race Junior 250cc class (rider S. Mimuro). Won 125cc class (rider J. Uno). 2~
place in 50cc class (rider J. Uno)

W E2EENORBAT T 7Y (HHERRILAR
BB (FRFHHIR) . 250ccy 5 ABH (FRHFHR)
W $12E2BFEMOR(BLILESHBER) £=7250ccB R (BABSB).
125cciR B (R HR)
W F13ELBAXEMOR(REAFILER) THABBH £=7250cceF—
To0295 B
W Yamaha won 2% Motocross Japan GP (Higashiyama Park, Nagoya city) Junior 125cc class (rider I. Arai).
Won 250cc class (rider I Arai)
M Yamaha won 12" All Japan Motocross (Asagiri Highlands at the foot of Mt. Fuji) Senior 250cc class (rider T.
‘Suzuki). Won 125cc class (rider 1. Arai)

B Yamaha rider Tadao Suzuki won 13" All Japan Motocross (Izu Marunoyama Highlands) Senior 250cc and
Open classes

Y1Z7F125cc7 R

® EX[71E-Iv7]

® Catch words and phrases: *Ivy rukku” (vy league style)

©® BE[YIUN-FT-3a-Yv7]

@ Movie: “The Sound of Music’

1966

M RRitt RRFIEGP125ccy FRAX—H— /T4 45— (B PAE—)2fiL. 250cc
GIRA=Dh—/ 5454 =20L(P-1)—K)

W RL—7GP250ccy 7 A B E (ABEAR). 201 (RBIIBA), =T 752
BB (RABNIZA). 20 (AHEBAZE)

M Ranked 2% in manufacturer and rider championships in Road Race World GP 125cc class (rider B. Ivy).
Ranked 2" in manufacturer and rider championships in 250cc class (rider P. Read)

M Yamaha won Malaysia GP 250cc class (rider A. Motohashi), also 2 place (rider H. Hasegawa). Won Open
class (rider H. Hasegawa), also 2 place (rider A. Motohashi)

ROAD RACE

B RRitt 7 5#FHE - BAGP350ccy 7 X BE (P-)—FK). 2fL(B-7M1E-),
250ccy 7 12 Bs (RAIZA). 21 (P-Y—K). 3L (A#EHAZE). 125¢cc/F A
B8 (B-71E-)

B BREFHEO—RL—R-J1=7350ccy 7 A BH (SEEHK). 250cc7 TR
1285 (G-=9V>). 125ccy 5 &% (1B ERIF). 90ccy 7 R2fi (ZE HK)

W Yamaha won Japan round of Road Race World GP 350cc class (rider P. Read), also 2 place (rider B. Ivy).

‘Won 250cc class (rider H. Hasegawa), also 2" place (rider P. Read), 3rd place (rider A. Motohashi). Won
125cc class (rider B. Ivy)

M Yamaha won All Japan Road Race Championships Junior 350cc class (rider S. Mimuro). Won 250cc class
(rider G. Nixon). Won 125cc class (rider T. Fukuda). 2 place in 90cc class (rider S. Mimuro)

OFF ROAD RACE

W E3EEN/ORBERT -7V (BIIRARE) TRAMRS T 1=7125¢cc
77 2&250ccD29 7 BB
B 14ELEAEN OR(BLRE—RI 1) F—T 75 R BB (FFHHR)
B F16E2BFXEFOR(BELAE—NT11) £=7250ccy 5 24 (874
BE)
W Yamaha rider Ichiji Arai won 3 Motocross Japan GP (Goshikidai, Kagawa Pref.) Junior 125cc and 250cc
classes

M Yamaha won 14 All Japan Motocross (Fuji Speedway) Open class (rider I. Arai)
B 2% place in 16 All Japan Motocross (Fuii Speedway) Senior 250cc class (rider T. Suzuki)

® E-PLXHERE

@ The Beatles arrive in Japan

© BADAD AR

@ Japan's population tops 100,000,000

1967

M RR{t REFIEGP125cc/ FRTHDA—h— /744 —(B- FAE=) Fr>
EA L E1§.250ccT FTRX—H—/F4 54 =20L(P-—F)
W Yamaha won manufacturer and rider championships in Road Race World GP 125cc class for the first time
(rider B. Ivy). Ranked 2% in and rider In 250cc class (rider P. Read)

B 2BXRREFHE (MFUEROEMSY—X)£=F7251ccll LI FR3MI (=
FHHE). 250ccy 7 A2 (FREHBIF)

M Ranked 3 in All Japan Road Race Championships (year-long series hosted by MFJ) Senior over 251 class.
(rider S. Mimuro). Ranked 21 in 250cc class (rider T. Fukuda)

W £EAMXEFIE (MFIEREOERM DY —X) P 2=7250ccy T A3 (K
85).125cc7 5 R (HABH)

W BAEENOZRA ST 7Y (B8 RIBILT) 22=7250cc7 7 1R (35
*BE)

W F17E2EAENOX(BELRE-RF711) THABBEH £=7250cc&
*F=T 0255 A BR

W Ranked 3¢ in All Japan Motocross Championships (year-long series hosted by MFJ) Junior 250 class (rider

T. Suzuki). Ranked 9* in 125cc class (rider T. Suzuki)

W Yamaha won 4" Motocross Japan GP (Koriyama city, Fukushima Pref,) Junior 250cc class (rider T. Suzuki)
B Yamaha rider Tadao Suzuki won 17% Al Japan Motocross (Fuji Speedway) Senior 250cc and Open classes

O FR[TV— I b—][R-oTELIYNTA]

® Hit songs: “Blue Chateau, *| Only Live Twice'

© FRM*EIFECH B IL

® European Community established
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1968

M RR1tf 7 EFHEGP125cc&£250ccD27 TR TA—H—/F44—(P-1)—FK)
FroEAER

W > HHR—IVGP250ccy 7 A B (RANIZA). 2L (REEAR), -7 77
IR (AHEEAZR). 21 (R4 II34)

W Yamaha won manufacturer and rider championships in Road Race World GP 125cc and 250 cc classes
(rider P. Read)

W Yamaha won Singapore GP 250cc class (rider H. Hasegawa), also 21 place (rider A. Motohashi). Won Open
class (rider A. Motohashi), also 2 place (rider H. Hasegawa)

B £AARREFHEE=7250ccy 7R3N (MG Z2). 125ccy T R214 (B1E
#535). 90ccy 7 A3 (EHAIF)

W Ranked 3¢ in All Japan Road Race Championships Senior 250cc class (rider H. Kawasaki). Ranked 2 in
125cc class (rider M. Takahashi). Ranked 3 in 90cc class (rider T. Fukuda)

OFF ROAD RACE

B £BAMXEFH#EE=7250ccy 5 A3 (BHABE), 125cc 7T ATHL (K
B8)

W E5EERORAERT T 7Y (LB FRA Y ET) £=7250cc7 FAT
HARBBHI2EERER

W Ranked 3¢ in All Japan Motocross Championships Senior 250cc class (rider T. Suzuki). Ranked 7% in 125cc
class (rider T. Suzuki)

W Yamaha rider Tadao Suzuki won his second consecutive title in the 5" Motocross Japan GP 250cc class
(Teine Olympia, Sapporo city)

O EARMHHIRE

@ 300 milion yen robbery takes place

O IBRER D/~ NIV EEHEE

® Yasunari Kawabata awarded Nobel Prize in Literature

1969

B RRU#FREFHEGPL—ANT7 I M —F—LFBME. K- 7o 4=
250ccy 7 21

B 7120071 VL—RTHRL—%—TR-27E2—. BASML(M-57)

W 2 HR—IVGP250ccy 5 A B (RAIGh). 21 (A1ERI%R)

M Yamaha rider Kent Andersson placed 2 in Road Race World GP 250cc class despite no factory team entry
B Stock racer TR-2 participated for the first time in Daytona 200-mile Race and ranked 3¢ overall (rider M.

M Yamaha won Singapore GP 250cc class (rider H. Hasegawa), also 2 place (rider A. Motohashi)

B £BARREFHEE=7251ccll LY 7221 (FIRKF). 250ccy T R
2{i (FNE#). 125cc/ T R4 GEHEE). 00cc/ FRF v EX VKR
(/NBE)

W SBE108 A AL —R - £=7125ccy 5 R BB (BHHERER. EHETH)

M Ranked 2 in All Japan Road Race Championships Senior over 251cc class (rider M. Nakazawa). Ranked
2 in 250cc class (rider T. Wada). Ranked 4 in 125cc class (rider K. Sakai). Won 90cc class (rider Y. Oda)
M Yamaha won Suzuka 10-hour Endurance Race Senior 125cc class (riders I. Takai, K. Sakai pair)

B 2EFMXEFEEL=7250ccy FRF v+ EF L (A ESH). 125¢ccy
F 24 (HBABSE)

M Yamaha won All Japan Motocross Championships Senior 250cc class (rider T. Suzuki). Ranked 2% in
125cc class (rider T. Suzuki)

© 7RO SH ABHNOAEHE

® Apolo 11 lands on the moon

O REFEERH LIRFE

® Tomei Expressway fully opens o traffic




