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We have to win! Building the company’s future on
racing

Yamaha Motor Co., Ltd. was founded on July 1, 1955, as a spin-off of the Nippon Gakki
(present Yamaha Corp.) to ialize in the ing and ing of

And just one week later can one of the new company'’s first big jobs, entering the 3rd Mt.
Fuji Ascent Race.

In February of that year Yamaha had launched on the J market its first y
model, the YA-1, a proud machine with an attractive design and fine engineering and
ing quality. Yamaha was still an unproven late-comer to the

motorcycle industry badly in need of a way to demonstrate the quality of its product and
make a big impact on the users. The company’s president at the time, Genichi Kawakami,
decided that entering and winning this high-profile race against the main industry rivals
was the best way to prove the superiority of the YA-1.

With meticulous preparations, this first race effort proved successful, as Yamaha's YA-1
won the 125cc class at the Mt. Fuji race and returned three months later to sweep the top
positions at the 1st Asama Highlands Race. That Yamaha winning streak continued at the
4th Mt. Fuji Ascent Race in 1956 and the 2nd Asama Highlands Race in '57 and other major
races in Japan. These victories not only helped spread the Yamaha brand name but also
honed the i ing and ing skills that were so
essential to a motorcycle maker.

With the company’s business now firmly on course in the domestic market, the next goal
was to move into the international market. Here again, Yamaha Motor decided to use race
activities as a springboard to success overseas, just as it had in Japan. The first target
would be the world’s largest motorcycle market and a leader in motor sports, the USA. In
1958, Yamaha entered the 8th Catalina GP* in California. Despite a series of mishaps that
left the Yamaha machine at the very back of the pack after the start, Fumio Ito raced his YD
racer through the field in an impressive dash to finish 6th at the checkered and make a
strong showing for the new “YAMAHA" name. * One of the major races in the USA
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1955
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F554bh(125cc) 77 A BB (BER) ~41L
M Yamaha YA-1 won 3 M. Fuji Ascent Race 125cc class (ider T. Okada), also placed
310 49, 50, 6, 8, O
M Yamaha YA-1 won 1st All Japan Motorcycle Endurance Race (Asama Highlands
Race) Ultra light (125cc) class (rider N. Hiyoshi), also swept 2% to 4" places

ORE7FENFRI[I7 VORI

® Wovies: “The Seven Year lich", “East of
Eden”

ERI=EOME]
® Catch words and phrases: “Sanshu no Jingi”
(three holy durables)

1956
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W Yamaha won 4" Mt. Fuji Ascent Race 125cc class (rider T. Noguchi), also swept 2" to
8n places. Won 250cc class (rider G. Sunako), also swept 21 to 5" places

® BVEREE
® Japan and Soviet Union re-establish politcal
relations

© EE[BIIPHETIIAL]
@ Catch words and phrases: “No longer be
termed postwar”

1957

D RACE
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M Yamaha won 2% All Japan Motorcycle Endurance Race (Asama Highlands Race)
Ultra light (125cc) class (rider H. Oishi), also swept 20 and 5 places. Won Light
(250cc) class (rider O. Masuko), also swept 2 and 3 places

© FEHERSBIEER L

® Antarctic expediton establishes Showa Station

© BB [#5ICRT518)]

® WMovie: “The Bridge on the River Kwai®

1958
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W 6" place in 8" Catalina GP 250cc class (rider F. Ito)
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‘M Yamaha won 1+ All Japan Clubman Race Ultra light (125cc) class (rider S. Suzuki),

also swept 2% to 5" places. 21 place in Junior (350cc) class (rider K. Takanashi). 5*
place in an international race (rider . Tachihara)

© BERRTHMOTIHALERT

® Bank of Japan issues fist 10,000-yen bill

® RRET-IRM

® Tokyo Tower completed

1959

RACE
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M Yamaha YES-1 won 3¢ Asama Highlands Race (joint holding with 21 All Japan
Clubman Race) Clubman 350cc class and Endurance Junior (350cc) class (rider T.
Noguchi)

*No Yamaha factory enry

® F1-NER

® Cuban Revolution occurs.

® EXR[H3IFUK]

® Catch words and phrases: *Kaminari-zoku” (hot rodder)




