
 1.   V. Rossi (Honda)  

 2.   M. Biaggi (Yamaha) 

 3.   T. Ukawa (Honda)

 5.   C. Checa (Yamaha)

 6.   N. Abe (Yamaha)

10.  O. Jacque (Yamaha)

11.  S. Nakano (Yamaha)  

1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002
OW81 OW86 OW98 OWA8 OWC1 OWD3 OWE0 OWF2 OWF9 OWJ1 OWH0 OWK1 OWK6 OWL6 OWL9

TEAM / RIDER

CONSTRUCTORʼS 
CHAMPIONSHIP

RIDERʼS
CHAMPIONSHIP

Opposed Revolution Twin Cranks, Lawson 
Regains Title, Taira Wins 3rd Straight All 
Japan Title
This model adopted a completely redesigned V-4 
engine. On this machine E. Lawson won back the 
GP title, his second after a losing it for one year. 
Meanwhile, in the All Japan Championships, Taira 
won his third consecutive 500cc title on this 
machine. 

Contributing to 
Yamaha’s Fourth 
Manufacturers Title
This model featured 
changes in the exhaust 
system and improved 
cooling performance. 
This year (1987) the first 
500cc class Japan 
round of the World GP 
at the Suzuka circuit 
was hold and Mamola 
won it in the rain on this 
machine. This season 
Yamaha also won its 
fourth manufacturers 
championship. 

Right-side Twin 
Mufflers, Left-Right 
Asymmetrical Rear 
Arm
A new exhaust layout 
was adopted on this 
model in which both 
exhaust pipes were 
crossed once under the 
engine and then both 
brought out on the right 
rear side. To 
accommodate this, a 
left-right asymmetrical 
rear arm with a large 
curve on the upper right 
side was adopted. 
This year, Lawson won 
seven rounds of the 
GP500 series to claim 
his third World title. 

Data-recording
Device Introduced 
This model adopted 
Yamahaʼs full-fledged 
data recording function 
that recorded data from 
sensors about the 
running conditions of 
the machine. In the All 
Japan Championships, 
N. Fujiwara grabbed his 
third consecutive 
season title on this 
machine. 

Rainey Wins His 
F i rs t  Wor ld  
Championship
On this machine Rainey 
won a total of seven 
rounds to claim his first 
World GP title. This 
contributed to Yamahaʼs 
6th manufacturers 
championship. This 
OWC1 would also be the 
base machine that 
Yamaha would offer to 
European constructors 
in 1992 in the form of 
engine sales and 
chassis data as a move 
to stimulate the sport of 
motorcycle racing and 
encourage technology 
sharing. 

The Machine 
Rainey Rode to V2
Competitiveness was 
increased with the 
adoption of an 
electronic-control rear 
suspension and a full-
fledged adjustable pivot 
assembly. Rainey won 
six rounds of the ʼ91 
series on this machine 
to claim his second 
World title. And Yamaha 
won its seventh 
manufacturers title. 

Rainey’s V3 Model, 
Phased
Simultaneous 
Combustion 
Adopted Mid-season
This machine appeared 
with boasted a power 
output of 160PS, up 
from 155PS the year 
before. In the latter half 
of the season a new 
phased simultaneous 
combustion interval  
was adopted that 
improved traction and 
power coming out of the 
turns. On this machine 
Rainey won his third 
World title in as many 
years. 

Adopt ing an 
Extruded Aluminum 
Frame
The aluminum used in 
main frame was 
changed to three-
section extruded stock 
that provided much 
greater  r igidi ty, 
especially with regards 
to lateral torsion to best 
accommodate the 
boosted power output 
of 170PS (vs. 160PS for 
the previous year). With 
this machine Yamaha 
won its eighth 
manufacturers title. 

Bringing Yamaha Its 
9th Manufacturers 
Title
Higher levels of 
acceleration and top 
speed performance were 
achieved on this model 
due to improvements in 
the various performance-
related engine parts. Also 
review of the dimensions 
and geometry led to a 
new cowl shape. With this 
machine Yamaha won its 
9th manufacturers 
championship after a 
seven-year hiatus. 

Biaggi Grabs 2nd 
in Season Ranking
Spec revisions relating to 
drive-ability contributed 
to increased acceleration 
and top speed 
performance on this 
model. Revisions in the 
dimensions also added to 
the pick-up coming out of 
the turns.

The 28th and Last 
Generation YZR500
Of all the YZR500 models 
that had actually 
competed in GP races 
since its debut in 1973, 
this represented the 28th 
and last generation 
model. In this yearʼs GP 
regulation that had 2-
stroke and 4-stroke 
machines competing 
together, the great 
competitive potential of 
the YZR500 was proven 
once again when O. 
Jacque won the pole 
position at the German 
GP on this machine and 
Abe finished the season 
ranked 6th. 

Engine “V” Bank 
Widened to 75 
Degrees and 
Revised Drive Axis 
Position
The “V” bank of this 
modelʼs engine was 
widened to 75 degrees in 
order to allow an 
increased air box 
capacity. The OWH0 and 
OWJ1 were actually 
developed simultaneously 
and their eventual years 
of actual GP use 
happened to come in 
reverse of the 
alphabetical order of their 
code names.

Adoption of a 
54mm Bore Powder-
Metal Piston
The aluminum used in a 
new engine with a bore x 
stroke set at 54mm x 
54mm, compared to the 
previous 56mm x 50.6mm, 
was adopted. Also, a 
forged “powder metal” 
piston with excellent heat 
resistance qualities and a 
new frame design that 
eliminated the seat rail 
were adopted. Riding this 
machine, Norick Abe 
shaved an amazing two 
seconds off the fastest 
lap time at the Japan GP 
preliminaries and went on 
to win his first GP victory. 

Forced Air Type Air Box Boosts Intake 
Performance 
Based on development efforts to improve the 
aerodynamic characteristics, a cowl design that 
shifted the air intake mouth toward the inside was 
adopted. From the ʼ95 season, a full-fledged 
forced-air function for the air box increased intake 
performance.

Course Records One After Another 
Despite Non-Leaded Spec
This model was a non-leaded gasoline spec in line 
with the revised GP regulation. Despite the non-leaded 
spec, this machine produced new course records on 
many of the GP courses. The machine continued to 
mature through the season, with Crafar winning his 
first GP race on it at the British GP. 

YAMAHA MARLBORO RT
Eddie Lawson
Raymond Roche

SONAUTO GAULOISES 

YAMAHA
Christian Sarron   

1.  Honda                                     
2.  Yamaha
3.  Suzuki
4.  Chevallier      

 1.   F. Spencer (Honda) 

 2. E. Lawson (Yamaha) 

 3. C. Sarron (Yamaha)

 7.  R. Roche (Yamaha)             

21. T. Taira (Yamaha)

YAMAHA MARLBORO RT                
Eddie Lawson
Rob McElnea

TEAM LUCKY STRIKE 

ROBERTS    
Randy Mamola
Mike Baldwin

SONAUTO GAULOISES 

YAMAHA
Christian Sarron

1.  Yamaha   
2. Honda
3.  Suzuki
4.  Elf 

1.   E. Lawson (Yamaha)  

2.  W. Gardner (Honda) 

3.  R. Mamola (Yamaha)

4.  M. Baldwin (Yamaha)

5.  R. McElnea (Yamaha)

6.  C. Sarron (Yamaha)

MARLBORO  YAMAHA 
TEAM AGOSTINI
Eddie Lawson
Rob McElnea
Tadahiko Taira

TEAM LUCKY STRIKE 

ROBERTS 
Randy Mamola
Mike Baldwin

TEAM  GAULOISES 

BLONDES
Christian Sarron
1.  Yamaha
2.  Honda
3.  Elf/Honda
4.  Cagiva  

 1.  W. Gardner ( Honda )

 2.   R. Mamola (Yamaha)

 3 .  E. Lawson (Yamaha)

 6.   T. Taira (Yamaha)

 7.   C. Sarron (Yamaha)

10.  R. McElnea (Yamaha)

MARLBORO YAMAHA 
TEAM AGOSTINI 
Eddie Lawson 
Didier De Radigues
TEAM LUCKY STRIKE 
ROBERTS
Kevin Magee 
Wayne Rainey

SONAUTO TEAM                           
Christian Sarron 
Patrick Igoa

YAMAHA RT

1.  Yamaha
2.  Honda
3.  Suzuki
4.  Elf/Honda  

 1.   E. Lawson(Yamaha)
 2.   W. Gardner ( Honda )
 3.   W. Rainey (Yamaha) 
 4.   C. Sarron (Yamaha) 
 5.   K. Magee (Yamaha) 
 7.    D. De Radigues 
(Yamaha)  
14.  P.  Igoa (Yamaha)                                    

MARLBORO  YAMAHA 
TEAM AGOSTINI              
Freddie Spencer
Niall Mackenzie

TEAM LUCKY STRIKE 

ROBERTS 
Kevin Magee
Wayne Rainey

SONAUTO TEAM
Christian Sarron  

YAMAHA RT

1.   Honda 
2.  Yamaha 
3.  Suzuki 
4.  Cagiva 

 1.   E. Lawson ( Honda ) 

 2.  W. Rainey (Yamaha)

 3.   C. Sarron (Yamaha)

 5.   K. Magee (Yamaha)

 7.   N. Mackenzie (Yamaha)

14.  T. Taira (Yamaha)

16.  F .Spencer (Yamaha)

TEAM  MARLBORO  
YAMAHA ROBERTS
Eddie Lawson 
Wayne Rainey

TEAM  GAULOISES 

BLONDES YAMAHA 
MOBIL1
Christian Sarron
Jean Philippe Ruggia

DUCADOS YAMAHA
Juan Garriga 

1.  Yamaha
2.  Honda
3.  Suzuki
4.  Cagiva

1.   W. Rainey (Yamaha) 

2.  K. Schwantz (Suzuki) 

3.  M.Doohan ( Honda ) 

6.  J. Garriga (Yamaha) 

7.   E. Lawson (Yamaha)

8.  J.P. Ruggia (Yamaha)

9.  C. Sarron (Yamaha)

TEAM  MARLBORO  
YAMAHA ROBERTS
Wayne Rainey 
John Kocinski

TEAM  YAMAHA SONAUTO 
MOBIL1
Jean Philippe Ruggia
Adrien Morillas

DUCADOS YAMAHA
Juan Garriga

TEAM UNCINI
Doug Chandler

1.  Yamaha 
2.  Honda
3.  Suzuki
4.  Cagiva  

 1.   W. Rainey (Yamaha) 
 2.   M. Doohan ( Honda ) 
 3.   K. Schwantz (Suzuki)
 4.   J. Kocinski (Yamaha)
 7.   J. Garriga (Yamaha) 
 9.   D. Chandler (Yamaha)
10.  J. P. Ruggia (Yamaha)
11.  A. Morillas (Yamaha)

TEAM  MARLBORO 
YAMAHA ROBERTS
Wayne Rainey 
John  Kocinski

DUCADOS YAMAHA 
Juan Garriga

1.  Honda 
2.  Yamaha
3.  Suzuki
4.  Cagiva  

 1.   W. Rainey (Yamaha)

 2.   M. Doohan ( Honda )

 3.   J. Kocinski (Yamaha)

 7.   J. Garriga (Yamaha) 

10.  R. Mamola (Yamaha)

11.  N. Mackenzie (Yamaha)

TEAM  MARLBORO  
YAMAHA ROBERTS
Wayne Rainey 
Luca Cadalora 

YAMAHA MOTOR FRANCE
Freddie Spencer
Bernard  Garcia

1.  Yamaha
2.  Suzuki
3.  Honda 
4.  Cagiva

1.   K. Schwantz (Suzuki) 

2.  W. Rainey (Yamaha) 

3.  D. Beattie ( Honda )

5.   L. Cadalora (Yamaha) 

9.  N. Mackenzie (Yamaha) 

MARLBORO  YAMAHA 
TEAM ROBERTS
Norifumi Abe
Jean Michel  Bayle
Kenny Roberts Jr 
Loris Capirossi

1.  Honda 
2.  Yamaha
3.  Suzuki
4.  ROC Yamaha        

 1.   M. Doohan (Honda)

 2.   A. Criville (Honda)

 3.   L. Cadalora (Honda)

 5.   N. Abe (Yamaha)

 9.   J.  M.  Bayle (Yamaha)

10.  L. Capirossi (Yamaha)

13.  K. Roberts Jr (Yamaha) 

YAMAHA TEAM   RAINEY
Norifumi Abe

RED BULL YAMAHA WCM
Luca Cadalora
Troy Corser

1.  Honda
2.  Yamaha 
3.  Suzuki
4.  Aprilia

1.  M. Doohan (Honda)

2.  T. Okada (Honda) 

3.  N. Aoki (Honda)

6.  L. Cadalora (Yamaha) 

7.  N. Abe (Yamaha)

MARLBORO YAMAHA RT
Massimiliano Biaggi
Carlos  Checa

RED BULL YAMAHA WCM
Regis  Laconi
Garry  McCoy 

ANTENA3 YAMAHA 

DʼANTIN
Norifumi  Abe   

1.  Yamaha
2.  Honda
3.  Suzuki 
4.  Aprilia 

 1.   K. Roberts  Jr (Suzuki) 

 2.   V. Rossi (Honda)

 3.   M. Biaggi (Yamaha)

 5.   G. McCoy (Yamaha)

 6.   C. Checa (Yamaha)

 8.   N. Abe (Yamaha) 

12.  R. Laconi (Yamaha)

MARLBORO YAMAHA RT 
Massimiliano Biaggi
Carlos  Checa 

RED BULL YAMAHA WCM 
Noriyuki Haga
Garry  McCoy 

ANTENA3 YAMAHA 

DʼANTIN
Norifumi  Abe
Jose Cardoso

GAULOISES YAMAHA Tech3 
Olivier Jacque

1.  Honda
2.  Yamaha
3.  Suzuki
4.  Proton KR

1.   V. Rossi (Honda)

2.  M. Biaggi (Yamaha)

3.   L. Capirossi (Honda)

5.  S. Nakano (Yamaha)

6.  C. Checa (Yamaha)

7.  N. Abe (Yamaha)

MARLBORO YAMAHA RT
Massimiliano Biaggi
Carlos  Checa

RED BULL YAMAHA WCM
Garry  McCoy 
John Hopkins

ANTENA3 YAMAHA 

DʼANTIN
Norifumi  Abe

GAULOISES YAMAHA Tech3
Olivier Jacque

1.  Honda
2.  Yamaha
3.  Suzuki
4.  Proton KR

YAMAHA TEAM   RAINEY
Norifumi Abe
Jean Michel  Bayle

RED BULL YAMAHA WCM 
Simon Crafar
Regis Laconi

1.  Honda
2.  Yamaha
3.  Suzuki 
4.  Modenas

 1.   M. Doohan (Honda) 

 2.   M. Biaggi (Honda)

 3.   A. Criville (Honda)

 6.   N. Abe (Yamaha)

 7.    S. Crafar (Yamaha)

10.  R. Laconi (Yamaha)

MARLBORO  YAMAHA RT
Massimiliano Biaggi
Carlos  Checa 

RED BULL YAMAHA WCM  
Simon Crafar
Regis Laconi 

ANTENA3 YAMAHA 

DʼANTIN
Norifumi  Abe    

1.  Honda
2.  Yamaha
3.  Suzuki
4.  Aprilia 

 1.   A. Criville (Honda)

 2.   K. Roberts  Jr (Suzuki)

 3.   T. Okada (Honda)

 4.   M. Biaggi (Yamaha)

 6.   N. Abe (Yamaha)

 7.   C. Checa (Yamaha)

11.  R. Laconi (Yamaha) 

TEAM MARLBORO 
YAMAHA ROBERTS
Luca Cadalora
Daryl Beattie

YAMAHA MOTOR FRANCE
Bernard  Garcia

1.  Honda
2.  Suzuki
3.  Yamaha
4.  Cagiva

 1.   M. Doohan ( Honda )

 2.   L. Cadalora (Yamaha)

 3.   J. Kocinski (Cagiva)

10.  N. Mackenzie (Yamaha) 

11.  B. Garcia (Yamaha)

13.  D.  Beattie (Yamaha)

MARLBORO YAMAHA 
TEAM ROBERTS
Luca Cadalora
Norifumi Abe 

1.  Honda
2.  Suzuki
3.  Yamaha
4.  ROC Yamaha 

1.  M. Doohan ( Honda ) 

2.  D. Beattie (Suzuki) 

3.  L. Cadalora (Yamaha) 

9.  N. Abe (Yamaha)


