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Abstract
Snow throwers are used in a variety of situations in snowy regions, including around the driveways and garages of
households and in the workplace outside store fronts, in customer parking lots, and on construction sites. Recently,
consumers have been showing increasing interest in snow thrower products due to higher levels of snowfall, and
frequent incidences of localized, sudden heavy snowfall, often blamed on the effects of global warming. Large fluctua-
tions in the snowfall period and area make it difficult to adjust supply to suit the regional demand and usage period,
but there is estimated domestic shipping/demand of between approximately 35,000 and 40,000 snow throwers
(Yamaha Motor survey) annually.
There are two types of snow throwers: the rotary type in Fig. 1 (thrower type), and the blade type in Fig. 2 (pusher
type). The blade type pushes snow toward snow melting tanks or snow drainage ditches, and is often used in densely
built-up residential areas or other locations where there are limited sites to which snow can be thrown. This type
began appearing on the domestic market from around 2008 (Fig. 3). This kind of market change was the impetus for
the development of both our blade and rotary snow throwers (Fig. 4).
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