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The USA is the world's largest ATV (All Terrain Vehicle) market and in the 2003 sales season
an all-time record of 765,000 units were sold, among which 148,000 units are in the sport
category. Since its release for the 2001 sales season, Yamaha's popular entry in the sports
category, the YFM660R, has sold 45,000 units as of May 2003. Being the first new sports model
for some time, the YFM660R brought new life to the category and quickly won a reputation
for outstanding versatility in the market thanks to its ability to handle all kinds of riding, from
the sand dunes of the West Coast to the forest trails of the East. As the market has grown,
so has the diversity of customer tastes, bringing calls for new models offering even higher
levels of performance in all the basic sports areas of acceleration, cornering performance and
suspension/brake functions. We developed the new YFZ450 as a "Pure Sports ATV" model to

answer the needs of these users. Here we report on the YFZ450 development project.
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