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Development of the Electric Commuter "EC-02"
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Abstract

In recent years the concern about environmental and energy issues continues to grow. A look
at the history of Yamaha Motor Co., Ltd. (YMC) shows that we have been involved for many
years in the research and development of electric motorization technologies, which led to the
early introduction of the electric scooter "Frog" as a concept model shown at the 1991 Tokyo
Motor Show and the 1993 market release of our PAS electro-hybrid bicycles.

Then in November of 2002, we introduced on the market the electric commuter model "Passol"
that proposed the world of a completely new type of clean, silent-running vehicle designed from
the ground up to take optimum advantage of the unique qualities of electric motorization, as
opposed to simply mounting an electric power unit on an existing scooter chassis. This model
has won a popular following mainly among fashion-conscious women in their 20s and other
users who appreciate the easy advantages of an electric-powered vehicle.

Meanwhile, there has also been a call mainly from male users for electric vehicles that are fun
to use. To answer this type of need from the market, we developed the "EC-02" as a "Fun-to-ride
minimum commuter” full of enjoyment that is only possible in an electric-powered vehicle. Here

we report on the development of this model.
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