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Surface Mounter Support Software "IT Options”
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As a maker of the surface mounters that are used for mounting electrical/electronic parts
on printed circuit boards for products like cellular phones, personal computers and home
electronics, Yamaha Motor Co., Ltd. (YMC) has focused its development efforts on increasing the
mounting speed, accuracy and reliability of the surface mounters themselves.

However, in recent years the increasing diversification of electronics product lines and the
shortened life cycles of these products, as well as the globalization of manufacturing bases, have
contributed to heightened competition in the surface mounting industry and forced it to deal
with the difficult problems of how to run surface mounting production lines more efficiently
while maintaining a high level of product quality.

These issues must also be dealt with by the makers of the surface mounters, and at YMC we
have not only continued to pursue higher levels of performance for the individual machines
but also we have developed a line of optional software functions designed for the total task
of supporting the actual productivity of the surface mounting line by "improving operational
efficiency” and "strengthening quality control functions." In April of 2004 these software
functions have been released for sale under the product name "IT Options." Here we report on

the development of this software product.
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