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Team "Cogito" and the challenge to build the world’s fastest
human-powered boat
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Abstract

The Yamaha Motor Company (YMC) employee club "COGITO" team has been participating in
Japan's annual human-powered boat race competition for 15 years now. Although it is somewhat
disappointing to see that the size in this annual competition has been decreasing in recent years,
there is a positive trend recently for an increasing number of student teams from universities,
vocational schools and high schools working hard to build new boats or revise existing ones
each year for the competition. There are also a number of family teams and volunteer club teams
from corporations that are enjoying competing each year. Among these, YMC's club COGITO
team is one of the long-time participants that has always been one of the top competitors since
the early years. This is the result of the love of the team members for the challenge of designing
and building human-powered boats and the pride they take in this task. Despite these efforts,
however, the speed records recorded by these boats have peaked out in recent years. The time
seems to have come for the members of the COGITO team to re-dedicate themselves to the
challenge of creating the new design improvements that will render the world's fastest human-
powered boat capable of setting a world record. In this report we talk about the history of the

team's efforts and the passion of its members for this challenge.
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