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"TEAM CHALLENGER" and its sixth Suzuka 8-hour
Endurance Race campaign (2006)

BERA
Abstract

Originating from an employee club program within SOQI Inc., TEAM CHALLENGER is a racing
team made up mainly of people from Kakegawa and Numazu cities. Since 2001, the team
has been entering the Suzuka 8-hour Endurance Race of a World Endurance Championship.
This team, TEAM CHALLENGER, was originally established under the so-called "Genki Soqi"
employee club program within SOQI Inc. (now Yamaha Motor Powered Products Co., Ltd. and
SOQI Hydraulic System Co.,Ltd.). The aim of the team is to deepen the relationships with our
associated companies and the local society at large, to develop our technologies as a suspension
maker and to stimulate and educate our employees.

All the staff including the mechanic crew, who had never entered a race before, were amateurs
who responded to the request for club members. Before going to the circuit we worked on
setting up the machine and getting together all the various equipment and tools necessary
for setting and maintenance, but once we went to the circuit we didn’'t know what to do there.
Eventually our riders had to tell us what to do. It was a rather embarrassing experience.

However, our team was able to finish 7th in our very first entry in 2001 and 5th in 2002. Then
people around us began to hope that we might get a podium finish in the following year, but we
were forced to retire from race due to a fall during race. And the same thing happened again in
2004, which meant we had to retire from race for the second consecutive year. Last year one of
our riders took a fall again and the machine damage seemed critical. After an hour of pit work,
however, our machine was able to re-enter the race, but the result was that we finish in 50th
place. This result made us fully aware of how hard it is to finish with no trouble in an 8-hour
endurance race.

With this experience behind us, TEAM CHALLENGER started preparations in February 2006
for our 6th entry in the Suzuka 8-hour Endurance Race. This is a report of the campaign that

carried us into our 6th Suzuka.
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