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There is a tendency to think that there is not much difference between an outboard motor
engine and a motorcycle engine besides the fact that one is mounted horizontally and the other
vertically. In fact, however, there are many differences between the two. What people demand
from an outboard engine is that it be lightweight, that it doesn’ t break down and that it doesn’ t
rust. These are different from the things people expect from motorcycles, automobiles and other
vehicles. These factors mean that engines are made in a different way. Top-of-the-line outboard
motors mount all-aluminum 3,000cc V6, 2-stroke engines rated at 250 horsepower.

Another thing today’ s outboard motor industry faces is the implementation of regulations on
exhaust emissions in markets like the U.S. This is prompting a major shift in product lineups
from a predominance of 2-stroke models to ones centered primarily around 4-strokes. All the top
makers are now working frantically to develop new models to keep in pace with these market
trends. At Sanshin as well, we have undertaken the development of a range of new 4-stroke
models and 2-stroke models adopting direct injection (DI) systems that inject fuel directly into the
cylinder.
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