AR TF/FLA25A DRA%

Development of the F/FL425A outboard motor
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Abstract

In North America, the main market for large outboard motors, the typical power sources for large offshore boats
exceeding nine meters in length used to be stern drive or inboard motors. However, in recent years the focus of
motive power for large boats has shifted to outboard motors, which offer advantages in terms of speed performance,
fuel economy, easier installation, easier maintenance, and liberating boat interior space. As well as individual
outboards increasing in output, the trend to installing multiple motors is accelerating.

In 2007, Yamaha Motor launched its previous highest-output model, a 4-stroke engine delivering 350 horsepower,
which at the time was intended for boats up to the 12-meter class and in a maximum installation of three outboards
per boat. Recently, boats exceeding 18 meters and with five outboards have appeared on the market, and the use
of various navigational instruments and control devices has meant that high levels of specialist skills have become
required for boat operation.

The newly-developed F/FL425A outboard motors not only have the power to move boats which are becoming larger
today, but also aim to make boating accessible and enjoyable for more people through the addition of an integrated

control system (Figure 1).
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