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Abstract

Principally in North America, the ROV (Recreational Off-Highway Vehicle) market enjoys high demand with its wide

range of uses from agricultural and farming work to recreational uses such as hunting and trail driving, as well as for

sports and racing. Stable market growth is expected in the future. To cover this wide range of uses, Yamaha Motor has
developed and launched the VIKING III, the VIKING VI, the WOLVERINE, and the YXZ1000R models.

Among the above uses, the respective manufacturers have been releasing new models which can accommodate multi-

ple passengers to satisfy recreational demand for enjoying trail driving with friends and family. To meet the expecta-

tions of customers in the recreational segment - a field Yamaha Motor specializes in - we developed the WOLVERINE

X4 4-seater recreational model, which is described in this report.
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<Message from YMMC-PD>

The ROV market is expanding, customer expectations
are increasing, and therefore the development of model
variations is required. These trends also require that
Yamaha create a market defining product. The 2018
Wolverine X4 is the next level of quality and refinement
for Yamaha ROV’s. The Wolverine X4 is the ideal solu-
tion for customers who want a compact, nimble, refined
ROV that excels in tight woods and open trails. The
Wolverine X4 excels in all-terrain ability, comfort, qui-
etness, and versatility as a compact four-passenger
vehicle, qualities which are not available from competing
products.

The development plan for the Wolverine X4 was to
adapt the platform concept theme to the four-passenger
format, and also to build the foundation for future model
development. Future models will be created based on
a vastly different concept, but will still leverage the
components and processes developed for the Wolverine
X4. This approach has reaped benefits already on the
first variation concept model by improving development
maturity while also reducing component numbers and
factory investment.

The Wolverine X4's versatility and key selling feature
derives from its convertible seating/cargo configuration
within a two-seater class vehicle. Customers can easily,
without tools, adjust from two seats and a large cargo
space to four seats and still retain sufficient cargo space
for a cooler and basic supplies. This versatility was
achieved while maintaining a similar level of comfort
between the front and rear occupants. The high levels of
versatility and comfort, along with its compact size and
nimbleness, give the Wolverine X4 an advantage over its
competitor products.

YMMC PD was honored to partner with YMC RV on the
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development of the Wolverine X4. It was a challenging
project, but we believe that we have created a fantastic
vehicle in the Wolverine X4. Accomplishing all of a pro-
ject's goals is the role of engineering, and the Wolverine
X4 is worthy of all the hard work and innovation that
YMMC PD and YMC RV put into its development.
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