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Development of the “Life Walker” preventative-care vehicle
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Abstract

It has been some time since awareness of the aging of society began to spread in Japan. Currently, the number of
people in Japan officially registered as requiring “Long-Term Care” (needing support) has reached five million, and
forecasts predict that this aging of society will only accelerate in the future. (Fig. 2)

In response to this rapid aging of the population, the government enacted a “Long-term Care Insurance System” in
the year 2000 that is supported by the entire population through taxation. However, the demand for nursing care
continued to grow at a rate far exceeding initial forecasts and, as a result, amendments were made to the Long-term
Care Insurance Act in April 2006 that reflected a change in policy toward preventative care. Under the new system, 1.3
million frail elderly, designated as Tokuteikoureisha (a person of age 65 or over who requires long-term care), have
become recipients of preventative care.

In response to this trend and with the aim of acquiring new technology that could contribute to the aging society,
Yamaha Motor Engineering Co., Ltd. undertook research and development of a new type of vehicle that would be
applicable for preventative care for the elderly. Applying Yamaha Motor's know-how in vehicle chassis, drive systems
and electronic control systems from motorcycle development, etc., the “Life Walker” preventative care vehicle was

developed. Here we report on this development project.
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