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Abstract

There are approximately 2,400 golf courses in Japan today, and over 90% of them use golf
cars. These golf cars have become an established and essential piece of equipment at golf
courses today for transporting golf bags, the golfers and other related accessories around the
course. Golf cars give the golfers a greater sense of security and comfort, while also contributing
to golf course operation by speeding up play, reducing staff labor and attracting customers.
Due to the playing habits of Japanese golfers, the most commonly used type of golf car is the
5-passenger type (one caddie, four golfers). Yamaha Motor Co., Ltd. (YMC) launched its first full-
fledged manual steering 5-passenger gasoline engine powered golf car, the G15A "Turf Joy" on
the Japanese market in 1994. Since then YMC has introduced new models one after the other,
including the gasoline engine G17A "Turf Liner" and its electric motor version G17E, both
featuring an electromagnetic guidance system, as well as two more versions of our manual-
steering models named the G15AP and G15EP "Turf Joy" featuring an "auto parking" function,
which is a system that automatically applies a parking brake whenever the golf car is stopped.
Yamaha golf cars have the functions, performance and economy to answer user needs and the
Yamaha brand now commands a 60% share in Japan's golf car market.

Here we report on new 5-passenger golf car model development with the aim of achieving
even greater product value (functions, cost), security and comfort while also satisfying other

changing needs of the golf environment.
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