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Abstract

A journey in search of the trends in American style cruiser bikes began for us at the “Bike
Week” event in Daytona, Florida, USA, in the spring of 2005. Some 100,000 bike fans gather on
their motorcycles for this big annual event that marks the start of the motorcycling season in
North America. This makes it an excellent place to observe the latest trends in biking.

Although it has many unchanging aspects, a closer look at this event reveals big changes from
ten years ago. There is a big change for example in the “chopper” style bikes epitomized in the
past by the 1969 movie Easy Rider.

From these observations of large numbers of customized models began the project to develop
a new production model based on the existing Yamaha cruiser model “XV1900A ROADLINER.”
Here we report on the development of the resulting new model “XV1900 RAIDER.”
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