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1 YZF-R1

The first "YZF-R1" model (1998 model) made its debut at Italy's Milan Motor Show in
September 1997 as a "super cornering machine." By mounting the power and torque of a
1000 cm® engine on a lightweight, compact 600 cm® size frame in an extremely well-balanced
package, this model offered the pure joy of riding twisting roads with outstanding handling.
This, combined with the revolutionary styling, offered the rider the ultimate in motorcycling
excitement and won the YZF-R1 exceptional praise from the market. It immediately became the
new standard for supersport models in the liter class. In the market, the R series models became
symbols of the high-performance motorcycle and in this sense contributed greatly to Yamaha's
brand image. Soon the other makers responded by introducing similar models that further
stimulated the market. Meanwhile, the race world attracted new attention as the GP500 class
was changed to the 4-stroke dominated MotoGP class and the World Superbike class changed its
regulation to include 4-cylinder 1,000 cm® models. These changes have contributed to strong,
continuing sales for the supersport liter class models.

Amidst this market situation, the YZF-R1, which had continued to mature through its second
version (2000 model) and third version (2002 model), was now ready for yet another remake, as
the users called for even more excitement and even higher levels of performance. Yamaha Motor
Co., Ltd. answered these calls by developing the new YZF-R1 for 2004. Here we report on the
development of new 2004 model YZF-R1.
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