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4-stroke Motocrosser YZ450F

# BB VYasuoHayashi #2if #2BH Yoshiaki Sugiura 83 Kif Taisuke Sakurai
¥ A TakehisaKatsura KFE —BE Jirou Oomori /NIl —3 Kazuhiro Ogawa

sk 2B Takaaki Nagai
O P URRE / RTF(BARE

B1 4xXkO0—2 - b Oy Y — [YZ450F)

The YZ400F made its debut at the U.S. Dealer Show in June 1997 as a production motocrosser
that featured technologies fed back from the YZM40O0F factory machine. Subsequently, the
YZ400F was released on the Japanese, North American and European markets from the end of
1997 as the first 4-stroke production motocrosser ever by a Japanese maker.

Developed to be "the fastest 4-stroke motocrosser," the YZ400F took as its chassis base the
chassis of the race-proven YZ250 and mounted in it a super-compact design 5-valve engine.
The resulting machine won high acclaim from the market for its outstanding competitiveness
and proceeded to create a sensation on the MX scene, which had been dominated by 2-stroke
models, and to stimulate new demand in the market.

Two years later, in 2000, the engine was bored out to a displacement of 426cm® and the
frame further developed to produce the next evolution of this model, the YZ426F, which stands
until today as a leading force in the market. The presence of these Yamaha 4-stroke production
motocrossers has caused a big shift in the makeup of the market. The growth in 4-stroke models
has been so dramatic that the ratio of 2-strokes to 4-strokes in the U.S. competition motocrosser
market now stands at 6 : 4 in the 125cm® and 250cm® competition classes.

As the market has grown and the ratio of 2-strokes to 4-strokes has shifted, there has been
a rising call from the marketplace for 4-stroke models that satisfy the needs of an even greater
range of competition categories.

With these market needs in mind, our development aim with the new YZ450F was to go
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beyond mere competitiveness with the 2-strokes in the pinnacle 250cm® class in order to
"develop the strongest motocrosser of all." With this concept, both the engine and the chassis
were completely redesigned to create a machine that exceeds the expectations of the customers

and stands as "the new standard in next-generation motocrossers."
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