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From July 16 to 29, 2001, the 9th FINA World Swimming Championships were held in Fukuoka,
Japan. Participating in the event were some 2,500 athletes, officials and coaching staff from 134
countries. The meet was a huge success, producing eight new world records, 48 event records and
20 Japanese national records, while drawing a total of 150,000 spectators to the event arenas.

In this event, a 50m international regulation pool designed and built by Yamaha Motor of FRP
in modules for installation as a temporary facility was used for the first time ever in the World
Championships. What's more, this revolutionary pool won high acclaimed. Here we introduce the
story behind the development of this pool, named th¢ Swim 21, ” including the various demands
placed on the pool construction and performance by the FINA and the measures Yamaha came

up with to meet these strict demands.
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