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Abstract

Most pleasure-use boats in the domestic Japanese market are used for fishing. When Yamaha's
development team traveled around the market, we were surprised to see that a large majority
of the inboard motor type boats in the 27-ft. (8.2 m) class are equipped with spanker masts and
sails that are used to stabilize the boat in "drift fishing," a style of fishing where the boat is not
anchored but allowed to drift with the currents. It is said that boats mounting outboard motors
are not as well suited for drift fishing as inboard types, and that belief led us to want to develop a
drift-fishing system that would make outboard boats as good for drift fishing as inboard models.
That was the impetus that led to the start of the "Auxiliary Drift-fishing System" development
project. Yamaha Motor Co., Ltd. completed development of this system in the autumn of 2005
and applied it to our leading fishing boat model F.A.S.T. 26. This is the system we introduce in
this report. This system involves modifications to the hull shape in combination with a spanker
manufactured by Y's Gear and an auxiliary engine control unit. This system gives an outboard
powered boat outstanding wind-facing performance and slow-speed performance that is in no
way inferior to an inboard boat. This "wind-facing performance" means the capability to keep

the boat headed into the wind at all times, like a weather-vane.
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