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Abstract

As of April 2005, tandem riding has become legal on Japan's expressways, and from June
there is a new license category for automatic transmission 2-wheelers. These deregulations
and laws are sure to be a stimulus to the motorcycle industry. Especially in the Light 2-wheeler
(126-250cm’®) category where the big scooters have led a continued growth, Yamaha Motor Co.,
Ltd. forecasts that the impact of these regulation changes, like the new AT license, may bring
sales increases of up to 30%.

As the pioneer and leader in this category, the Yamaha Majesty series has continued to win a
growing number of customers, recording a total of over 100,000 unit sales of Majesty models
since its release in 1995. During these ten years, the trend in user tastes has been a division into
three main categories: those interested in utility use, those interested primarily in touring and
those for whom their motorcycle is a fashion item. The target for the new Yamaha "MAXAM" is
this last group that places importance on the fashionable aspect of the motorcycle they choose,
and it is a model that Yamaha presents with confidence as the next big entry in this category

since the Majesty series. Here we report on the development of this new MAXAM model.
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