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The Challenge to Create a Suspension for a High-Performance Automobile (Audi RS6)
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In 1996, Yamaha introduced a linked function shock absorber system called the Relative
Absorber System (REAS) to the automobile manufacturer Audi. This Yamaha-original mechanism
received high acclaim and has since been used on Audi's high-performance RS6 sedan and
station wagon models (called the DRC suspension in Audi applications). The RS6 was first
unveiled at the Geneva auto show in 2001 and production and sales began in 2002. When
applied to the RS6, a model characterized by a vertically mounted engine in the front and the
smooth handling character of its four-wheel drive, the DRC system helps make for sportier
handling, while at the same time providing a more comfortable ride. Thanks to the high levels of
performance it achieves in all areas (engine, suspension, driving pleasure and comfort), the Audi
RS6 has been extremely well received, even being likened to a "four-door Porsche Turbo."

Here we introduce the development process of this unique system up to the point of its
adoption by an overseas automaker, as well as the creative passion of the development staff and

their development approach.
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