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MotoGP Machine Development
- The Ongoing Challenge Behind the Glory of the Circuit
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Abstract

The MotoGP is the pinnacle of international motorcycle road racing competed with machines
that mount a 4-stroke 990 cm® engines on a specially designed race chassis. While the popularity
of the MotoGP in Japan is limited compared to that of the 4-wheeler F1 world championships,
overseas (in Europe particularly) the MotoGP is very popular among men and women of all
ages.

Yamaha Motor Co., Ltd. has always been actively involved in race activities since our
corporate founding as a stage for technological development and making an appeal for Yamaha
technology, and presently high priority is being placed on our activities in the MotoGP.

However, due to the involvement of corporate secrets and the like, there are few opportunities
for people to get a look at the machine development work that goes on every day behind the
scenes at these high-profile races being held at the world’s circuits. In this report I will give
a picture of some of the unique race machine development process and give background

information on the work that supports our race activities.
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